THE FIRST MEETING
The aim of the first meeting, which took the form of a "round-table" discussion and was held at the University of Birmingham in June 1999, was to discuss a number of questions central to the study of palaeopathology: 

1) Why study palaeopathology? 

2) What's should we record? 

3) How should we record? 

A "hands-on" session was also organised to provide an arena in which pathologies could be highlighted, discussed or diagnosed. 

The meeting was well attended with the participants deriving from a broad range of disciplines, including zooarchaeology, human osteology, veterinary science and field archaeology. The breadth of disciplines represented by the attendees reflecting in part the depth of fields covered under the umbrella of palaeopathology. 

As with most discussion groups more questions were generated than answered, however a number of useful points were raised. For example the question of whether research should be question-led or based on case studies; how do we quantify pathology or should we record on a present/absence basis; should we have minimum requirements or recommended standards; description versus diagnosis; the question of normality and the need for definition. During the meeting it was also agreed that a checklist, highlighting the different areas of bone and the pathologies that might be found on them, would be an extremely useful tool and this is currently being prepared. For a more comprehensive review of the meeting please refer to the Environmental Archaeology newsletter number 65 (1999).

