THE SECOND MEETING

The second meeting of the APWG was held at Department of Archaeology and Prehistory, University of Sheffield on the 28th June 2000. The meeting was divided into two sessions. In the morning session three papers were presented outlining different perspectives in the study of palaeopathology. Dr Keith Dobney (University of York) discussed the zooarchaeological perspective, Dr Charlotte Roberts (University of Durham) the human perspective and Prof. John Cooper (Wildlife Health Services) the veterinary perspective. 

The afternoon session was taken up by discussion as to the future organisation of the group, future meetings and possible themes for these meetings. During the meeting it was decided to remove the word 'veterinary' from the title of the group and replace it with 'animal'. The word 'veterinary' has caused some ambiguity as to the function of the group, and literally refers to just domesticated animals - which is not the sole aim of zooarchaeologists . Following on from this, the aims and purpose of the group were also discussed and, although no remit has yet been produced, the general consensus was that the group should concentrate on palaeopathology as a tool for aiding in the archaeological interpretation of animal bone assemblages, rather than the study of palaeopathology just for the sake of palaeopathology. However, the mutual benefits of the cross fertilisation of ideas with veterinarians and other disciplines was clearly recognised. Future meetings were also discussed (see below) as were possible topics, which are likely to be thematically based, for example on recording methodology. The possibility of creating a bibliography of both archaeological and clinical literature was also discussed and will be further investigated.

